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Support H.R. 1506, the Markey-Platts "Fuel Economy Reform Act"
It's been more than three decades since Congress last increased passenger vehicle efficiency standards, while weak light truck rules enacted by the administration leave SUV and pick-up drivers paying too much at the pump.  The Markey-Platts "Fuel Economy Reform Act" (H.R. 1506) would raise fleet-wide standards 4 percent each year, as proposed by President Bush, but with a mandatory target of 27.5 miles per gallon in model year 2012 and 35 miles per gallon by model year 2018.    

Off-the-shelf Technologies
· In 2002, the National Academy of Sciences reported that automakers could use existing technologies to raise fleet-wide efficiency (for cars and light trucks) to 37 miles per gallon without sacrificing performance or safety.  This analysis did not even consider the benefits of hybrid engines, a technology that has advanced considerably since the report's release.  
Savings at the Pump
· Over the lifetime of a vehicle, consumer savings at the pump often double any increase in sticker price that may result from the up-front costs of fuel-saving technologies.  In the maximum efficiency fleet analyzed by the National Academy of Sciences, fuel-saving improvements in large pick-ups, minivans and SUVs would pay for themselves in less than five years, with net savings of more than $3,000 dollars within a decade.
Reduced Oil Imports
· By 2022, the Markey-Platts bill is projected to reduce oil use 2.2 million barrels per day, roughly the same amount the U.S. currently imports from the Persian Gulf.  By 2030, it could save up to 4.6 million barrels per day, more than a third of our current consumption. 
Climate Benefits
· Transportation accounts for over 30 percent of total U.S. greenhouse gas emissions, and cars and light trucks are the biggest source from that sector.  The Markey-Platts bill could reduce carbon dioxide emissions 370.5 million metric tons by 2022, equivalent to taking more than 60 million cars of the road.
Proven Effective

· The National Academy of Sciences found that the fuel economy standards Congress passed in 1975 currently save drivers 2.8 million barrels of gasoline each day, and the nation's greenhouse gas emissions are 7 percent lower than they otherwise would have been.  Even greater benefits are possible today under the Markey-Platts Fuel Economy Reform Act.     
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