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Ft. Lauderdale, Fla – Florida Consumer Action Network (FCAN) said today that it strongly supported Sen. Bill Nelson’s legislation to protect cell phone records. According to FCAN Executive Director Bill Newton, “Consumers cherish their privacy. The fact that our cell phone call records are easily available on the internet is appalling. It has to stop.”

FCAN said that news reports indicated at least 40 internet sites would sell a list of cell phone activity for about $100. Senator Nelson’s bill would make it a crime to obtain cell phone records under false pretenses. FCAN pointed out that criminal investigations could be compromised by easy access to cell phone records and that law enforcement officials supported Nelson’s bill.

“Bill Nelson fights for consumers. That’s why he won our Consumer Champion Award. This cell phone bill will protect consumer’s privacy and close loopholes that encourage invasion of privacy,” said Newton. “We urge other Senators and House members to get behind Nelson’s bill and protect cell phone records,” Newton continued.

Florida Consumer Action Network is the state’s largest consumer group, with 40,000 members from Key West to Tallahassee. FCAN works on consumer issues including utility regulation, insurance, health care, and environmental protection.  
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